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No. i.] NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 105 

Estetica come scienza dell ' espressione e linguistica generate. I. Teoria. 

II. Storia. Per Benedetto Croce. Milano, Palermo, Napoli, Remo 

Sandron, Editore, 1902. — pp. xx, 550. 

There are two forms of human knowledge, the one intuitive, a knowl- 
edge of the individual, of things, the other logical, concerned with the uni- 
versal, with concepts. Intuition is altogether independent of logic and 
concepts, and is the function that gives us knowledge of things in their 
concreteness and individuality. As such, it is not distinguishable from ex- 
pression, with which it is in fact identified. Creative in its nature, acting 
through any sense and upon any material, it is to be regarded as form 
alone. That portion of its manifestations which is included under works 
of art or classed as distinctively aesthetic, differs from the common posses- 
sion of all men only in quantity. It is not different in quality nor greater 
in intensity, but it embraces a wider field. Intuition or expression is the 
fundamental function of the mind, the only one which can exist alone and 
that which forms the necessary basis for the others. Wherever it exists, 
expression is always complete, it does not admit of degrees ; and, since the 
beautiful is the expression, beauty has no more nor less. When expres- 
sion is externalized, we speak, paradoxically enough, since beauty is of the 
mind, of beautiful things. The externalization may be willed, expression 
never. /Esthetic judgment is aesthetic reproduction. One appreciates 
only as the expression becomes one's own. 

Such, in brief, is the theory of aesthetics advanced in the book under dis- 
cussion. The consequences and developments presented are largely made 
up of criticisms of different theories, which are judged entirely in the light 
of this one, and of an account of the relation of the aesthetic to every other 
branch of human knowledge and activity. At the end of the portion of the 
book devoted to theory, linguistics is identified with aesthetics, and an at- 
tempt is made to show that their problems are the same. There follows a 
history of aesthetics, which is nothing more than an examination of past the- 
ories, with the view of ascertaining in how far they agree with the main 
thesis of the volume. 

Wells College. Grace Neal Dolson. 

La teoria delta conoscenza come induzione sociologica e V esigenza critica 
del positivismo. Per Icilio Vanni. Roma, presso la " Rivista Italiana 
di Sociologia," 1902. — pp. 54. 

This monograph is devoted to an examination of the positivistic episte- 
mology. The contention of some of Comte's opponents that he advanced 
no theory of knowledge is shown to be false, inasmuch as his doctrines of 
the relation of the individual to the universal man and of the central idea 
of humanity as the explanation of the world really supply such a theory ; 
and Comte is, therefore, to be freed from the accusation of wilful or care- 
less neglect of an important problem. His theory, however, essentially 
historical and sociological in its nature, is not an adequate substitute for in- 



